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Purpose - After the incident of 9/11, the use of unmanned combat aerial vehicle, also known 
as combat drone in armed conflicts among States, non-state actors, disruptive groups and 
organizations has increased and expanded. Combat drones are controlled by operators who 
depend on the information obtained from cameras and sensors which are the primary sources of 
information needed for purposes of launching any strikes. Drone strikes hit their targets without 
any identification process therefore many innocent people are killed. Drone strikes launched 
at non-conflict area also increases concern about illegitimate interference of State’s territorial 
sovereignty and issue of violation of international laws. This paper aims at critically reviewing and 
evaluating incidences of the United States’ combat drone strikes in Pakistan. In particular, this 
paper reviews the damage caused to innocent people through drone strikes and identifies any 
possible violations of international laws. It also examines to what extent the strikes diminishing 
the sovereignty of Pakistan.
Methodology - This paper adopts doctrinal qualitative analysis that recognizes the significance 
of placing the research inside the specific ethical, legal and social perspectives under the related 
statutes of international laws. During this research, primary sources which include reports of the 
Amnesty International and the Human Rights Watch, books, journal articles and other relevant 
material are referred. It also examines the secondary sources of information such as electronic 
media, magazines and newspapers. The research methodology adopted is evaluative, interpretive 
and analytical. 
Findings - Summarily, this paper demonstrates that although international law does not regulate 
the use of combat drones in any armed conflict and no considerable effort has been made to bring 
the use of combat drones under the rule of law. However, US drone strikes in Pakistan territory 
have been done without any consensus, hence resulted in violation of Pakistan sovereignty and 
killing of innocent people.
78
SICONSEM 2017
Significance - This paper contributes significantly through suggestions it made to overcome the 
problem created by the disastrous US drone strikes in Pakistan territory.
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